
Spanish Grammar Rules

Making Nouns Plural
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Nouns have gender!

All nouns in Spanish have gender.  There is 
nothing that is neuter.  Everything is either male 
or female.
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Nouns have gender!

All nouns in Spanish have gender.  There is 
nothing that is neuter.  Everything is either male 
or female.

The best way to learn a noun’s gender is to 
memorize it with its article.
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Articles

There are two types of articles in Spanish--
definite and indefinite.
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There are two types of articles in Spanish--
definite and indefinite.

Definite articles would all translate to the word 
“the” in English.
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Articles

There are two types of articles in Spanish--
definite and indefinite.

Definite articles would all translate to the word 
“the” in English.

Indefinite articles would translate to “a” or “an” 
in the singular and to “some” in the plural.
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Articles
Definite Articles
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Articles

Singular Plural

Masc

Fem

el los

la las

Definite Articles
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Changing to the Plural
In order to change a noun from singular to 
plural:
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In order to change a noun from singular to 
plural:
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Changing to the Plural
In order to change a noun from singular to 
plural:

• First, change the article to the plural form

• If the word ends in a vowel, add an -s

• If the word ends in a consonant (other than -z), 
add -es
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Changing to the Plural
In order to change a noun from singular to 
plural:

• First, change the article to the plural form

• If the word ends in a vowel, add an -s

• If the word ends in a consonant (other than -z), 
add -es

• If the word ends in -z, change the -z to -c and 
add -es
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Examples

la mesa-->las mesas
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Examples

la mesa-->las mesas

el profesor-->los profesores
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Examples

la mesa-->las mesas

el profesor-->los profesores

una estudiante-->unas estudiantes
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Examples

la mesa-->las mesas

el profesor-->los profesores

una estudiante-->unas estudiantes

un cartel-->unos carteles
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Examples

la mesa-->las mesas

el profesor-->los profesores

una estudiante-->unas estudiantes

un cartel-->unos carteles

el lápiz-->los lápices
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Special circumstance

One special circumstance is the days of the week 
that end in -es already.  Those are changed by 
simply changing the article.
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Special circumstance

One special circumstance is the days of the week 
that end in -es already.  Those are changed by 
simply changing the article.

Therefore, el lunes becomes los lunes.
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Special circumstance

One special circumstance is the days of the week 
that end in -es already.  Those are changed by 
simply changing the article.

Therefore, el lunes becomes los lunes.

Note:  Both can mean Monday, but they can also 
be translated to ON Monday or ON Mondays.  
Spanish usually doesn’t put a preposition in for 
that.
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Make these plural
1.  el niño

2. la profesora

3. una ventana

4. un cartel

5.  el reloj

6. el mapa

7.  el sábado

8. un pupitre

9. el miércoles

10. un examen

11. la tarea

12. el televisor

13. la computadora

14. la actriz
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